
Home for the Holidays

Christ Church              Quiet Day
      Thanksgiving Dinner     Saturday, December 14
     Sunday, November 24             9 am - 1 pm

        Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest
              Sunday, December 15

St. Nicholas Sunday
 Sunday, December 8
      Advent Lessons & Carols
         Sunday, December 22

ECW Cookie
  Exchange

      Sunday, December 8     Christmas Lessons & Carols
          Sunday, December 29

Afternoon Service           2 PM

Fabulous Feast      3:30 PM

Children’s Pageant    4:30 PM

Choir Concert          5 PM

Evening Service     5:30 PM



Birthdays
November

Deirdre Lee 2
Marvise Middleton 2
Paul Cooley 3
Aaron Chambers 7
Eric Johnson 9
Rachael Appold          11
Amanda Clark          15
Cynthia Allen          16
Jalisa Ward          22
Luis Malachi Santana         23

December
Holly Harding 4
Christian Harding 7
Victoria Morgan 7
Raine Gabriel          10
Tyler Henry          13
Sylvia Spruill          19
Morgan Grant          22
Addyson Orrison         26
Jim Williams          27
Lynne Lau          28
Geneva Cunningham         30
Connie Inge          31
Diana Terry          31

Anniversaries
November

Elias & Lydia Ward         22

December
Eric & Gladys Johnson         19
Patrick & Karen Dunlop         23

Anne Frank
By The Rev. Fanny Belanger

This summer I had a chance to spend ten days in France – a very welcome vacation since it
was my first time back in the last 18 months. It was good to be home; more than anything else
it was good to have time to reconnect with family and old friends. You probably know the say-
ing that even when you haven’t seen your good friends for a very long time, when you see
them again you can pick up just where you left off and nothing’s changed. Well, I experienced
how true it was!

Yet I was surprised by how much I had missed everybody and it made me realize the trea-
sure those relationships are and how I need to cherish them. And so, since I came back and
even during the busyness of the beginning of the program year, I have decided to take on a
new spiritual practice. It did not seem that spiritual to begin with, but the more I practice it,
the more I think of it as a spiritual activity – and it consists of trying to be in touch everyday
with a friend, back home or here in the US. Of course, I don’t have time everyday to spend
one hour on the phone, to write a long email or to meet for lunch – but it can be as simple as
sending a text or a few lines on Messenger. The only rule is to contact somebody for the mere
purpose of connecting with them, without any work agenda.

Well, it’s been only two months and it’s already made a lot of difference in my life. I realize
it brings me a sense of belonging and belovedness that sustains my emotional balance and fu-
els me with spiritual energy. Home is where the heart is, so maybe it’s possible to make a
home everywhere when we open our hearts to those God has given us, reminding us that we
are not alone on this journey.

Here at Christ Church, we also believe that church is our home, and because of our size we
are like a family, brothers and sisters in and with Christ. We know we are always welcome,
and even if we miss for a time, we’ll be able to pick up wherever we left off! And yet, it’s easy
to get trapped and end up feeling disconnected. When we are too busy with our own lives, or
serving the church, we may forget the joy and the blessing of connecting. It’s true with one
another, it’s also true with God. My father used to tell me that he grew up being told that it
was a sin to miss church on Sunday! Of course it’s not. Skipping church or part of the service
won’t make God upset. But we may lose something in the process. We may lose this precious
sense of belonging and of belovedness that are just handed out to us in the Word, the Sacra-
ments and the fellowship - this sense of not being alone on our journey. Being there Sunday
after Sunday is the way we build solid relationships with one another and with God. As the
saying goes (and it will be my last time quoting a saying in this article!), we have already done
half the job when we show up. As we do so, we can also check on one another and know to
reach out to those we haven’t seen for a little while and who may be going through difficulties.

And so, as we’re heading towards shorter and colder days, I invite you to spend more time
to just do that: find some way to reconnect with your family and friends, other church mem-
bers – especially those who are absent or isolated – and, of course, reconnect with God. As an
introvert, I love winter because it means I get to cozy up at home with a good book! But now I
am thinking I could also use this time to prepare a meal for my friends, read more of the Bible
or write a long letter to someone dear. Here at church, to help us reconnect, I am excited to
announce that Chrissie is coming back to lead another Quiet Day open to all. It will be on
Saturday, December 14th so save the date and put it down on your calendar right away! We’ll
take the time, through praying, listening and crafting to feel at home with God and with each
other, with no other agenda than being together. Hope to see you there!

Wishing each of you a Blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas,
       Rev Fanny.

The Traffic Stop: A trooper pulls over a priest and immediately smells alcohol on his breath.  The next thing
he notices is an empty wine bottle  lying on the passenger seat.  “Have you been drinking?” The officer asks.
“Just water,” says the priest.  “Then why do I smell wine?” the officer inquires.
The priest looks at the bottle and shouts, “Good Lord! He’s done it again!”



Reach Out (Bill & Carolyn Burns - excerpts)
REACH OUT and touch the stars in the dark winter sky.
REACH OUT and feel a snowflake melt in your hand..
REACH OUT and let Him touch you - gently, lovingly,

firmly, permanently.
REACH OUT and let the fresh wind of the Spirit sweep

the cobwebs from your mind, body, and spirit.
REACH OUT and come alive in the newness of an excit-

ing life and a brand new day.
REACH OUT and let the Word speak to you with words

of power, conviction, meaning, truth, love, joy, and life.
REACH OUT and place your arm around the one you

love.
REACH OUT and breathe your new life - His life - into

another.
REACH OUT and don’t stop reaching out until your

arms have become His arms, your love has become His
love, His death has become your death, His resurrection
has become your resurrection, and every person has
come to know and believe that He is reaching out to
them forever.

If we are to remain a free and viable soci-
ety, we need to spend less time looking at
screens and more time looking into each
other’s eyes.

Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is
like wrapping a present and not giving it.

Without gratitude I’ll always search and
never see the treasures in front of me.

You cannot do a kindness too soon be-
cause you never know how soon it will be
too late.

Gratitude turns what we have into enough.

Don’t pray when it rains if you don't pray
when the sun shines.

On Sunday, September 1, every-
one enjoyed refreshing ice cream
to beat the heat.

On Sunday, September 8, we honored grandparents
with a special sanctuary table and prayers.  They are
true blessings in our lives.

Isn’t it Grand!



Razz-a-ma-Jazz
    Our Jazz concert program concluded this year’s
series with programs on September 22 with Ronny
Smith, and on October 20 with Sandra Y. Johnson and
the Silent Auction.  If you haven’t been yet, you’ve
missed some great music in an intimate setting - so
come soon!

A Promise Renewed

On Sunday, October 13, Holly
and Paul Harding, Sr. renewed
their wedding vows in honor of
their 40th anniversary.  It was
a lovely service.  We wish them
another happy 40 years!

Signs of the Times
More church signs:

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Kingsville MD:
    I always wanted to be a Gregorian Monk,
    but I never got the chants.

Calvary Baptist Church:
    The manger was the first King-sized bed

Bethany Lutheran Church, Kelley, IA:
    Is prayer your steering wheel
        or your spare tire?

   (Arthur Schoonveld)

That’s the teaching of Psalm 50, that God is the
absolute owner of everything we have. “The world
is mine, and all that is in it,” says the Lord.  He is
the owner of absolutely everything we have. We are
no more than managers. As one author put it, “God
never turned the deed or title over to us.”
Take a few moments today to look at everything you
have. Take out your checkbooks and your bank
statements, and your calendars and ask yourself:
Am I living as someone who knows he is not the
owner? Do I use my resources to build God’s king-
dom and to help those in need?

On Saturday, Oct 5, our annual Blessing of the
Animals was well attended with 8 dogs and 15
people.  Several cats and dogs were remembered
with photos, and all were welcomed and blessed
on a beautiful fall afternoon.



Alice is a
faithful pres-
ence at Sun-
day Services,
adding her
voice to the
hymns and
prayers.

Alice worked in the thrift shop for
some time, ably keeping our book dis-
play in order for our customers.  Alice
had to stop when a bad knee made the
work, and the steps, too difficult.

Alice is also an avid quilter and seam-
stress, and has used these skills for
Christ Church from time to time.

Alice currently applies her creative tal-
ents as our bulletin board curator.
She updates the main board (left of
the double doors) with seasonal words
of inspiration.  She also works on the
Jazz Concert bulletin boards for the
Jazz Committee, ensuring that each
performer/group is well represented.

She is now in transition, temporarily
living with her sister while they search
for a home they can live in together.
Stay tuned to the newsletter for her
new contact information.

AND NOW YOU KNOW!

(1) Once all the villagers decided to pray for rain.  On the day of prayer
all the people gathered, but only one boy came with an umbrella. That is
faith.

(2) When you throw babies in the air, they laugh because they know you
will catch them. That is trust.

(3) Every night we go to bed without any reassurance of being alive the
next morning, but still we set the alarms to wake up. That is hope.

(4) We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero knowledge of the fu-
ture. That is confidence.

(5) We see the world suffering, but still we get married and have children.
That is love.

(6) On an old man’s shirt was written a sentence ‘I am not 80 years old; I
am sweet 16 with 64 years of experience.’ That is attitude.

Have a happy day and live your life like these six stories!

THRIFT SHOP - The shop was able to present the parish with another
check for $3000 in October, thanks to our many donors.  As we move on
from our 10th anniversary, we continue to rejoice for the many friends from
the community who visit us regularly.  We aim to be “the friendliest shop in
town.”  If you’re not yet a customer, plan to drop by one day and browse –
you may find just the thing for yourself or for a gift.
If you would like to be added to our email list (comes to folks twice a month,
tells what’s new)  let us know – rcrussell@myexcel.com.

SPAGHETTI SUPPER - Mark your calendar – put a post it on your fridge
– tape a note to your steering wheel – tell your friends to remind you - so you
DON’T FORGET - the last supper for 2019 will be Saturday November 9th,
(weather permitting !), from 4 – 6 PM.    Volunteers are always welcome,
and customers greeted warmly.  If you can’t linger, carry outs are quickly
prepared, and you can still pick out your dessert.

10 Years Strong!
Our beloved Thrift Shop turned 10 years old in October.  On the 5th, we cele-

brated with refreshments and an extra 10% discount.  On Sunday the 6th, Rev.
Fanny performed a special blessing at the service and we had a tasty cake at Cof-
fee Hour.  We have contributed over $65,000 to the church and have over 7,000
volunteer hours contributed.  We thank all our faithful donors and loyal customers
for their support!



November 2019
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

Thrift Shop
9 am - 1 pm

Clocks Back 1 hr

3
All Saints Sunday

Remembrance
Table

4 5
Thrift Shop

10 am - 1 pm

6 7 8 9

Spaghetti Dinner
4-6 pm

10
Veteran’s Day
Remembrance

Table

11 12

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

13 14 15 16

Thrift Shop
9 am - 1 pm

Food Pantry
9 am - 11 am

17 18 19

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

20 21 22 23

24

Thanksgiving
Luncheon

25 26

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

27 28 29 30



December 2019
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

4 5 6 7
Thrift Shop
9 am - 1 pm

8
St. Nicholas

Sunday

9 10

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

11 12 13 14

Quiet Day

9 am - 1 pm

15 16 17

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

18 19 20 21

Thrift Shop
9 am - 1 pm

22

Advent Lessons
and Carols

23 24
Christmas Eve
Extravaganza

25

Christmas Day

26 27 28

29

Christmas
Lessons

and Carols

30 31

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

Jan 1 2020

Happy
New
Year!



    The holidays are approaching faster than I
care to think about!   With so much happening
in our church family festivities, I encourage
each of you to find one place, one event, one
thing where you can lend a hand.  Every little
bit helps lighten the load for someone else, and
believe me they will appreciate that.
    May you and your loved ones have a very special and blessed holi-
day time, and may the peace of God and the joy of the season fill your
heart s and lift your spirits.
    The next deadline (for the November/December edition) is

Items can be passed along via my church
mailbox (by the Reverend’s office), in person, or via e-mail
(grussell@myexcel.com).

Yours in Christ,

Trust Your Armor
(Excerpts from Our Daily Bread)

We don’t get the impression that David,
the young shepherd, was unsure of himself
when it came to wearing Saul’s armor to
fight Goliath (I SAMUEL 17).  He simply
couldn’t move around in it.  David realized
one man’s armor can be another man’s pris-
on - “I cannot go in these”.  So he trusted
what he knew.

God had prepared him for that moment
with just what was needed.  The sling and
stones were what David was used to, his
armor, and God used them to bring joy to
the ranks of Israel that day.

Have you ever felt unsure of yourself,
thinking: If I just had what someone else
has, then my life would be different?  Con-
sider the gifts or experiences God has given
specifically to you.  Trust your God-given
armor.

God, at times it’s easy to feel unsure of
myself… where challenges feel like gi-
ants.  Help me to trust that you’ve given
me just what I need.

Pray with us…
In case of inclement weather, don’t miss
church!  Christ Church Teleconference:

Dial 641-715-3200 and give the
     code  number 941656 when prompted.


