
Holiday Moments



Birthdays
January

Roseanna Brine 4
Rosemary Greenaway         10
Connie Russell          11
Fanny Belanger          16
Dawayne Middleton         17
Joshua Lee          18
Dallas Orrison          19
Bill Hicks          23
Barbara Hicks          25
Cassandra Burton         25

February
Sonia Estrada 1
Michael Appold 5
Chris Orrison (son)         12
Mike Maine          14
James Gabriel          15
Gwendolyn Carrington         21
Kelvin Koirola          22

Anniversaries
None

UnknownBy The Rev. Fanny Belanger

Dear all,
January is already here and we’ll have a busy start to 2020. Our annual meeting is

scheduled on January 19th and then we’ll have the installation of the new vestry on January
26th. Please prayerfully consider serving as a vestry member if you would like to get more
involved in the decision making at Christ church, we’ll be so happy to have you.  Our
meetings are always friendly and, I promise, (generally) rather short!

In our worship, January 5th is when we celebrate the Epiphany and that Sunday will be
Deacon Joan’s last Sunday with us, since Rev. Joan now prepares to serve the sick and the
elders in her neighborhood area. Even though Joan has only spent a few months with us,
her warmth, sense of humor and spiritual gifts will be greatly missed. Please, join us to say
goodbye and pray for her. On that day when we remember the wise men’s visit to Jesus,
Joan will be preaching a children’s sermon, so bring your family!

In these past months, we have tried to make of Christ Church a place that would be more
“welcoming” to children. I don’t really like to use the word “welcome”, because I know
how children are always so welcomed by everybody here and how much they enjoy their
Sunday School. So I would say that my effort has been oriented towards including the
younger ones more in our Sunday routine by giving them a bit of our time and space:
“time” in our worship with, on major feasts days, sermons adapted to their age so they can
share the whole of the liturgy with us, and then “space” as we put back up the kids’ corner
in the parish hall. So far the kids’ corner has been a success, and I am so happy to see that
now the children can enjoy a dedicated space to socialize and play (and even read religious
books) while parents and grandparents hang out at coffee hour. Thanks to all of you who
made donations and helped me in this project!

Continuing with January, it will also be a busy month in our Diocese, with Diocesan
Convention on January 25th and then Presiding Bishop’s revival at the Entertainment and
Sports Arena on the 26th. The theme of this service of the Holy Eucharist is: “More Jesus,
more love”. Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will preach and Bishop Mariann will be our
celebrant. It will certainly be a refreshing and inspiring moment, a great opportunity to
renew our commitment to Christ and meet Christians beyond the walls of our building. We
have a few tickets reserved for you – please ask the church office. You can also directly
reserve your seats on-line on the diocesan website: edow.org.

Speaking of websites, I hope you had a chance to look at Christ Church’s new website! I
especially invite you to visit the “News” page. Every week, we post next Sunday’s bulletins
and announcements for parish life and news of the Diocese. That’s also where you will find
vestry minutes and an electronic version of this newsletter. Remember as well to “like” us
on Facebook, so you can receive on your feed the pictures of our many events. It’s an easy
way to keep in touch and make our church known to family and friends.

Finally, this January will be my first work anniversary at Christ Church.  I want to take
the opportunity to thank each one of you to have been so welcoming and kind to me and
always ready to help. It is truly a joy and a blessing for me to serve you as your priest and
to have in Betty and Gregory such wonderful colleagues. I am looking forward to a new
year with you.  May God bless you and your family in 2020, fill your heart, renew your
spirit and keep your bodies well and healthy!

Rev. Fanny

Food for the Poor
On Sunday, Nov. 10, Rev. Torrey came to talk about his ministry,
Food for the Poor, in Latin America.  He shared his passion for
helping “the poorest of the poor", and he played a mean banjo!



Good Riddance (Rick Hamlin)
The other day I was feeding anxiety with more anxiety,

trapping myself in a prison of my own making.  Then I re-
called something my son, Tim, in his senior year of high
school said to my wife, Carol.  It was a Sunday night, and he
had a project he needed to get done, deadline looming, and
his mother asked one too many times about its progress.

     “Mom,” Tim said, “your anxiety is not making me get
it done any faster.”

     Ah, the unexpected wisdom of a teenager, puncturing
the allure of anxiety.  How often since I’ve used those
words to myself, “Rick, your anxiety is not helping you
get things done.  After all, how much good does my
anxiety do?

     ”Here, God,” I can say, “take this worry.  I’ve had
enough of it.”  It’s gone.

Dear Lord, I’ll gladly pass along today’s worries.
    I suspect I’ll have more for You tomorrow.

As a mirror reflects our image, the Bible
reveals our inner being.

Never let the things you want make you
forget the things you have..

Wash your hands and say your prayers
because Jesus and germs are everywhere!

The miracle is this: The more we share,
the more we have.

The truth of the matter is that you always
know the right thing to do - the hard part
is doing it.

If your actions don't live up to your words,
you have nothing to say.

---

On Sunday, October 27, Martina Beck brought
an array of scary, yet tasty, treats.

On Sunday, November 3, the children learned about
saints in a special sermon, and our All Saints table

was blessed.

All Saints



Giving Thanks
    On Sunday, November 24, the Christ Church family
sat down to a tasty array of dishes each brought to
share.  We were Thankful for another wonderful year
together.
    Special thanks to those who organized and set up
the feast - we love you guys!

Don’T miss it!

On Sunday, January 19, we will have our annual meeting.
It is the duty of each member to attend and participate in this
day.  We will elect new
vestry members for 2020
and discuss the state of the
Church and her future.
It’s after church, and not
terribly long, so go right
now and mark this date
and plan to be there.

Thank
You!

On Sunday,
November 10,
we honored
veterans from
all branches of
the armed
forces, with
special thanks to
Christ Church’s very
own vets.

Rev. Fanny, with help from others, has set up a real
Children’s
Corner in
the parish
hall, and
the kids
have given
it a thumbs
up!

Happy Holidays! It’s such a potent time of year
isn’t it? It’s a time of endings and beginnings as
we close one year and begin a fresh new year.
Many of us are thinking about new year’s reso-
lutions and taking stock at this time, but how
many of those typical resolutions are just ‘self’
improvement projects (which means we’re try-
ing to get more, be more or have more) rather
than ways to actually embrace the life we al-
ready have right here and now?

I recently read this article about presence over
productivity and it really struck a chord with
me. Since we’re coming up to new years eve I
found it to be a timely reminder that a life well
lived is not about getting stuff, doing stuff and
having stuff. It’s about being true to who we are
and living our moments and our daily life fully.

As Annie Dillard says “How we spend our days
is how we spend our lives.” If we’re always try-
ing to get somewhere else, what happens to the
moment we’re actually living now? To live a full
life we need to be here for it.



Diana Terry always
seems to show up when
there is work to do.  Her
mother, Estelle Robin-
son, was a long-time
faithful member, and
Diana is ably filling her
mother’s shoes.

She is a fixture in our thrift shop,
helping price some of our antique
glassware and dishes.  She also helps
us keep up with the children’s cloth-
ing, figuring out sizes, etc.

She is a mainstay in our kitchen crew,
helping with coffee hour most Sun-
days and with special meals or recep-
tions, including funeral repasts which
she organizes.  She also helps decorate
the parish hall for whatever season we
happen to be in.

She organizes and runs the bake sale
at our Pancake Dinner, and prepares
some of those tasty treats too!  This is
a big effort for which we are most
grateful, and she usually gets $150 or
more from selling these baked goodies.

Next time you see Diana, give her a
big thank you.  Even better, her birth-
day is December 31 and is often over-
looked among the other holidays; at
the end of the month, give her a big
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
AND NOW YOU KNOW!

Michael’s son, and Joann and Don’s grandson, Adrian, turned 1 year old
and a small celebration was held on Sunday, November 17.  He is a happy,
healthy, big boy now, active and curious.

THRIFT SHOP - The shop continues to prosper, with both mundane and
exciting donations, selling for anywhere from pennies to over $50.  Remem-
ber, if you are minimizing, de-cluttering or just straightening up, we wel-
come your collection (excepting not-new underwear, large furniture and
most electronics).  Bring it by, or drop it in the bin outside the back door.
Watch for the next special sale!
SPAGHETTI SUPPER - Our next community supper is planned for Satur-
day January 11, from 4 – 6 PM (weather permitting!).
The decision has been made to cut back on the frequency of the dinners –
attendance has dropped recently, and the labor involved from faithful volun-
teers does not equal out.  We are planning 2 – 3 dinners in 2020, rather than
the 7 annually we have been providing for nearly 10 years.
In November, we were able to present the parish with $2500, the first since
last May ($1500 then).
As always, we will have a sign- up sheet posted in Dun Hall for January 11
volunteers.

A Smile a Day…
At the Christmas Eve service, the pastor, quizzing some children

about the nativity, asked, “What gifts did the three wise men give the
Christ Child?”  “Gold!” One child yelled.  “Frankincense,!” shouted
another.  After a pause, a third child asked, “Gift Cards?”

An 11-year-old took his homework very seriously.  One question
required him to write a sentence using the word .  His sen-
tence: “Have you heard of the version Mary?”

What is a New Year’s Resolution?  Something that goes in one year
and out the other.

 I raised my left leg before the ball dropped so I could start the
New Year off on the right foot.

What is worse than biting into an apple and seeing a worm?  See-
ing half a worm.



January 2020
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
New Year’s Day

2 3 4

Thrift Shop
9 am - 1 pm

5
Epiphany

6 7
Thrift Shop

10 am - 1 pm

8 9 10 11

Spaghetti Dinner
4-6 pm

12 13 14

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

15 16 17 18

Thrift Shop
9 am - 1 pm

Food Pantry
9 am - 11 am

19

Annual
Congregational

Meeting

20 21

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

22 23 24 25

26

Vestry
Installation

27 28

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

29 30 31



February 2020
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

Thrift Shop
9 am - 1 pm

2 3 4
Thrift Shop

10 am - 1 pm

5 6 7 8

9 10 11

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

12 13 14
Valentine’s Day

15

Thrift Shop
9 am - 1 pm

Food Pantry
9 am - 11 am

16

Sweetheart Table
in Sanctuary

17 18

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

19 20 21 22

23 24 25
Shrove Tuesday

Pancake Supper
4-7 pm

26
Ash Wednesday

Services at
12 Noon

and 6:30 pm

27 28 29



   Christmas is almost here, and the Church is
a hive of activity.  From the altruistic, such as
our mitten tree and the Children’s Gift Boxes,
to the decorations inside and out, to the choir
music and preparations, to the holiday sale at
the busy Thrift Shop, things are really bustling.
    But we must remember that for some, the
holidays are difficult.  Some that have lost loved ones struggle with
the memories.  Some come face-to-face with extra temptations of
food and drink.  Some are far away from those they love and miss.
And some must work while we celebrate.  So pray for those in diffi-
culty, and help those you can.
    The next deadline (for the March/April edition) is

Items can be passed along via my church mailbox (by
the Reverend’s office), in person, or via e-mail
(grussell@myexcel.com).

Are you Tired?
    (Marion Bond West)

This day I had no prayers to offer for
others.  I needed prayer.  I was tired physi-
cally because of health problems and age,
feeling overwhelmed, depressed.  I whis-
pered a very familiar Bible verse, but God
seemed to stop me and suggest a new way
to pray it.
Come: “Yes, Come on.  Move toward Me.”
Unto Me: “Only to Me; there’s no other
     way.”
All ye: “It’s not only you.  So many are
     hurting”
That Labor: ”Physically, Mentally,
     Spiritually.”
And are heavy laden: “You don’t realize
     the burdens others carry.”
And I: “I. The Great I Am.  Look unto Me.”
Will give: “Gladly give. I have so much to
     offer you.”
You: “Yes, dear one - you. My beloved.”
Rest: “Peace for your body and soul
     Rest now, child.”

Pray with us…
In case of inclement weather, don’t miss
church!  Christ Church Teleconference:

Dial 641-715-3200 and give the
     code  number 941656 when prompted.


