


Birthdays
March

Gail Russell 3
Gladys Johnson          11
Patrick Dunlop          17
Elias Ward          20
Virginia Lindsey          22
Gregory Crowe          23
Yolanda Taylor          23
Jeraldene Massey         24
Ed Clark          28
Alice Dove           28

April
Elson Johnson 1
Tenneh Watson          15
Terrel Morris          17
Doris Cooley          22
Robin Santana          25

Anniversaries
March

James and Raine Gabriel       23
Bob and Lynne Lau        27
James and Deirdre Lee        30

April
Xavier and Fanny Belanger    28

By The Rev. Fanny Belanger

     As we get closer to Lent, I am rejoicing because this is a great time of a year for
us to grow in our faith by studying and getting closer to our neighbors. Hope Lu-
theran Church (HLC), a three minute drive from Christ Church, recently installed
their new Pastor, Karis Graham; Karis and I have agreed to join our congregations
to do a little of our spiritual journey together. HLC is invited to worship with us on
Ash Wednesday, I will preach at HLC on Maundy Thursday, and of course, we’ll
have our common sunrise service on Easter morning. Last, but not least, we will
gather together every Wednesday for soup and bread and to study ways to practice
“Daily Discipleship” - a Lenten study crafted by the Lutheran Church. Pastor Karis
and I will alternate facilitating the sessions that will be in our choir room. I am real-
ly hoping that this will broaden our perspective on faith by learning from another
Christian family. I am hoping it will also be a way for us to look at our wider com-
munity in Clinton and to think about how we are challenged to respond to our
neighborhood’s needs and spiritual longings. Once again, we are striving to look
“outward” and to identify the call God has for our congregation in this place.
     “Looking around” and “looking ahead” was the theme of our vestry retreat on
Saturday Feb. 8th. Together we selected our committees with an emphasis on mis-
sion and outreach, welcome and integration of the newcomers. You will find below
the list of contacts for your vestry members. If during Lent you identify new ways
in which you wish to serve, please be in touch with them. You don’t have to be reg-
ularly on the committee to bring new ideas, your enthusiasm or to give a hand on
specific events. We will be happy to have you serve as you can, when you can.

Worship and Christian Education: Rev. Fanny Belanger
      Email: rev.fanny.belanger@outlook.com

 Pastoral Care: Rev. Fanny Belanger and Holly Harding
       Email: rev.fanny.belanger@outlook.com, hanita20735@yahoo.com
 Communication, Outreach and Mission: Don Appold and Patrick Dunlop
       Email: don_j_a40@hotmail.com, vitadob@msn.com

Buildings and Grounds: Jim Williams, Dave Jackson and Bob Lau
       Email: williaj1@verizon.net, davehndymn@verizon.net
 Finances and Stewardship: Bob Lau and Bill Hicks
       Email: lelau@aol.com, williamhicks01@verizon.net

Membership, Newcomers and Families: Dave Jackson
       Email: davehndymn@verizon.net

New Income: Lucille Belgrave and Patrick Dunlop
      Email: lucille.belgrave@gmail.com, vitadob@msn.com

Don’t just count your blessings.
Be the blessing others count on.

Anonymous

May God be with you for a blessed season of Lent! As usual, I am here to be your companion on the journey, so
don’t hesitate to make an appointment with me for visit, conversation or confession. I am excited to announce that
we will have a Quiet Day on March 28th with Peggy Parker, a wonderful artist and a great teacher. With her, we
will have a closer look at the Stations of the Cross and learn to discern Jesus’s suffering and glorious face in the fac-
es of those we meet on the way.    Rev. Fanny



Parting Words from Rev. Joan…
You are all so committed to Christ Church, so loving to each

member of your church family, that my leaving will not leave a
void, but rather allow you you to continue to do your lay minis-
tries with the elegance and grace I have seen every time I
stepped across the threshold of Christ Church.

While I am leaving, there is one who remains constant: Jesus
Christ. Jesus has been here from the beginning - it shows in
your faces, your actions, your love and caring. It is the heart-
beat of your church. I have felt his presence in the many things
that you do, in your liturgy, in your youngsters, in your com-
munity events - in each of you.

Thank you for opening your hearts and love to me in our
short time together. I am truly blessed to have been a part of
your lives, your church, your faith.  I remain, always, your
friend and will continue to hold each of you in prayer.
 Blessings,

    Deacon Joan

Here I can become the blessing, a little life
that multiplies joy, making the larger world
a better place. God can enter into me, even
me, and use these hands, these feet, to be His
love, a love that goes on and on and on forev-
er, an endless cycle of grace.

Sometimes the heart sees what is invisible to
the eye.

Do for others with no desire of returned favors
We should all plant some trees we’ll never sit
under.

If at the end of a day you feel dog-tired, maybe
it’s because you growled all day.

 03/04 - 04/01: Daily Discipleship for Lent (copies provided), with Hope Lutheran Church
 03/4, 03/18, 04/01 - Soup and Bread provided by Christ Church
 03/11, 03/25 - Soup and Bread provided by Hope Lutheran

On Sunday, January 5,
we celebrated the Feast
of the Epiphany, and
Rev. Deacon Joan Crit-
tenden, assisted by hus-
band Ron, shared the
wise men story with the

children. This was her
last Sunday with us, and
she was presented with a
quilted hanging as a re-
membrance.  She and
Ron will surely be missed!

A Letter to the Editor…
In our Annual  Report for 2019, Reverend
Fanny spoke of our need for a better financial
status.  One answer comes to mind - to quote
an old friend – “Give God what’s right – not
what’s left.”
I speak for myself – for many years I made
my annual pledge of the same amount – then
was called to look at the concept of tithing.
My response was to first figure what percent
of my income I was pledging, and to raise it
every year to some degree.  Did I ever reach
10%? (tithing) – no – but it put my priorities
more in order.
As we work for God’s Kingdom, it’s a point to
ponder. Think about it.

Connie Russell

Sam went to the doctor and said his legs were
aching and he had trouble walking.  The doctor
gave him some pills and said he’d be walking all
over in a couple of days.  The doctor was right -
the bill was so big, after Sam paid it he couldn’t
pay his car insurance and he’s been walking ev-
erywhere ever since.

While his wife was out, a man was  mowing
his own lawn when a woman stopped him and
asked, “How much do you get paid for mowing
lawns?”

The man replied, “ Well, the lady who lives
in this house cooks for me and lets me sleep
with her every night.”

The woman sped off without looking back.

A man went to an insurance agent and told
him he needed some fire insurance.

The agent began filling out the forms and then
asked, “Would you like some flood insurance al-
so?”

“No,”said the man, “because I don’t know
how to start a flood!”



Strictly Business

     On Sunday, January 19, we held our annual parish
meeting.  Reports and budget information were handed
out, and elections were held.  All those whose terms
were ending agreed to serve again and were re-elected.
The vestry for 2020 is: Sr. Warden - Dave Jackson,
Jr. Warden - Jim Williams, Treasurers - Bob Lau and Bill
Hicks, Registrar - Deirdre Lee, Vestry  Members - Lucille
Belgrave, Holly Harding, Don Appold, Patrick Dunlop
and Cedric Kirton.
     On the following Sunday, January 26, they were du-
ly installed during the service.

Christmas Memories
Here are a few memories of Christmas Eve:

Want to help - here’s an easy way!
Jim Williams is collecting soda cans to sell to raise
money for Christ Church.  Bring your empties and

leave them by the soda machine
near the kitchen door - you’ll
see a brown collection can
there.  Jim will take and sell
them and all money will go
back to the church.

Awards and Congratulations!
On Sunday, January 26, several Good and Faith-

ful Servant awards were given to some special
folks: Amanda Clark (accepted by mom Brenda),
Rachael Appold, Gail Nairn, Cedric Kirton, Patrick
Dunlop, and
not pictured,
Deirdre Lee.
Be sure to say
“Thank You!”
Next time you
see them.



If ever there was a hero at Christ
Church, Bob Lau certainly quali-
fies.  He served for many years as
Junior Warden when he managed
some large projects, and he contin-
ues to help with projects large and
small today.  From painting trim to
cleaning gutters to hanging Christ-
mas decorations, he seems to be
everywhere.

  He currently serves as Treasurer
(with co-treasurer Bill Hicks), and
is always trying to figure out how to
pay the bills.  We have a large, old
building to heat/cool, light up and
keep in shape, and that takes mon-
ey - Bob can stretch a dollar pretty
far!

  Bob is also our spaghetti sauce
chef, and receives many compli-
ments on his recipe.  He spends
many hours whipping up that big
potful to feed the multitudes.

  The thrift shop adds a special
thank you as Bob routinely carries
donations from our collection bin
(or my car) downstairs for us - I
don’t know where we’d be without
his muscles and we certainly appre-
ciate all his effort on our behalf.
Thank you Bob!

AND NOW YOU KNOW!

“My Favorite Things”
(for Old Folks)
Maalox and nose drops and needles
for knitting
Walkers and handrails and new den-
tal fittings
Bundles of magazines tied up with
string
These are a few of my favorite things

Cadillacs, cataracts, hearing aids,
glasses
Polident, Fixodent, false teeth in
glasses
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches
with swings
These are a few of my favorite things

When the pipes leak, when the bones
creak, when  the knees go bad
I simply remember my favorite
things and then I don’t feel so bad.

Hot tea and crumpets, and corn pads
for bunions
No spicy hot food or food cooked
with onions
Bathrobes and heating pads and hot
meals they bring
These are a few of my favorite things

Back pains, confused brains and no
fear of sinning
Thin bones and fractures and hair that
is thinning
More of the pleasures advancing age
brings
These are a few of my favorite things

When the joints ache, when the hips
break, when the eyes grow dim
I simply remember the great life I’ve
had and then I don’t feel so bad.

Rev. Jack Hinson

On Sunday, Feb. 16, We celebrated Valentine’s
Day with a special Sweetheart Table and a bounty
of edible art by Martina Beck.

Our next supper is slated for May 9.  Keep your bib and tucker handy
– the day will be here before you know it !

Thanks again to the many donors who keep our volunteers busy and
our shop full of gently used (and sometimes new) items.
Have you stopped by lately? Prices range from $100 for a beautiful
china set with 12 place settings to a tiny bag with a craft item, for a
nickel ---- and everything in between.

Coming up soon – winter clearance and spring offerings.



March 2020
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

4

Lenten Study

6:00 Soup &
Bread Supper

6:30 - 7:30
Study

5 6 7
Thrift Shop
9 am - 1 pm

Time Change
Forward 1 Hour

8 9 10

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

11

Lenten Study

6:00 Soup &
Bread Supper

6:30 - 7:30
Study

12 13 14

15 16 17

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

18

Lenten Study

6:00 Soup &
Bread Supper

6:30 - 7:30
Study

19 20 21

Food Pantry
9 - 11 am

Thrift Shop
9 am - 1 pm

22 23 24

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

25

Lenten Study

6:00 Soup &
Bread Supper

6:30 - 7:30
Study

26 27 28
Quiet Day

9 am - 1 pm

29

Seder Dinner

30 31

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm



April 2020
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

Lenten Study

6:00 Soup &
Bread Supper

6:30 - 7:30
Study

2 3 4

Thrift Shop
9 am - 1 pm

5 6 7

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

8 9
Maundy

Thursday

Service at 6:00
with Foot Washing
At Hope Lutheran

10
Good Friday

Service at Noon

11

12
Easter Services

Sunrise: 6 am
Eucharist: 9 am

13 14

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

15 16 17 18

Food Pantry
9 - 11 am

Thrift Shop
9 am - 1 pm

19
Holy Humor

Shed Your
Cocoon

20 21

Thrift Shop
10 am - 1 pm

22 23 24 25

26

A Visit by
Bishop Budde

27 28
Thrift Shop

10 am - 1 pm

29 30



We are gearing up for another busy spring
season at Christ Church.  The thrift shop, now
recovered from Christmas, is about to have a
clothing bag sale in March (fill a bag for $5),
and also to put out all the Easter and
Spring/Summer merchandise - Meanwhile, I
encourage you to attend the Lenten study on
Wednesday evenings - Hope Lutheran is also participating - to talk
about discipleship.  Then comes Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday (at
Hope Lutheran), Good Friday, Easter Sunday and Holy Humor Sun-
day.  Whew!  You don’t want to miss any of it!

The next deadline (for the May/June edition) is
.  Items can be passed along via my church mailbox (by the Rev-

erend’s office), in person, or via e-mail (grussell@myexcel.com).

Yours in Christ,

Shrove Tuesday/Ash Wednesday

Two important dates will be here very
soon.  Shrove Tuesday is Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 25, and we will have our tradition-
al Pancake Dinner from 4-7 pm.  If you
can spare a little time, we  will need
folks to cook scrambled eggs, serve
guests, clear tables, wash dishes, and
more.  Just stop in and we’ll find a way
you can help!

Ash Wednesday follows on Wednes-
day, February 26.  There will be services
at 12 noon and 6:30 pm, as well as
drive-through ashes from 3:00-4:00 pm,
all at Christ Church.  Please plan to at-
tend a service at Christ Church or else-
where if need be.

Pray with us…
In case of inclement weather, don’t miss
church!  Christ Church Teleconference:

Dial 641-715-3200 and give the
     code  number 941656 when prompted.


